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The Faulk Corporation  
(Rexnord)  

 
The Rexnord history began as the Chain Belt 
Company. Its history is typical of other 
Wisconsin manufacturing companies which 
sprang up in the '1880's and '1890's. Because of 
such companies, Wisconsin quickly gained an 
enviable reputation as a producer of fine 
machinery and industrial equipment.  
 
Back then, Milwaukee, Wisconsin was in its 
infancy. Its streets were unpaved, horse -cars 
were the city's transportation system and wood 
sailing ships carried much of the city's 
commerce. Open beer gardens were in 
neighborhood gathering places. Benjamin 
Harrison was President of the United States and 
George W. Peck, author of "Peck's Bad Boy", was 
governor of the state.  
 
In this atmosphere on September 9, 1891, Chain 
Belt Company was formed. It began in a very 
small way on the third floor of an old Pauling 
and Harnischfeger building at 160 Clinton 
Street. Of the three founders, two, F.W. Slvyer 
and W.A. Draves, were well known foundry 
operators. The third, and prime -mover in this 
new venture, was a versatile inventor, C.W. 
LeValley, then 58 years of age.  
 
By 1900, Chain Belt had expanded its line to 
include material handling conveyors and bucket 
elevators, all using chain. These conveyors were 
sold to local breweries to convey grain and 
barrels of beer.  
 
In 1902, the growing company acquired and 
moved to its first plant near the 16th Street 
viaduct. Five years later it made its first 
acquisition, the LeValley Mfg. Co., a producer of 
grey iron castings.  
 
During the first decade of the Twentieth Century, 
the American economy was undergoing a major 
transformation from an agricultural to an 
industrial economy. Agriculture was being 
mechanized. Mass production was underway and 
skyscrapers were being built.  
 
The automobile was also transforming the 
nation's streets and highways from dirt roads to 
concrete.  
 

In 1910 the Company began building REX 
traveling water screens, which eventually led to 
the manufacture of other equipment for the 
treatment of water in sewage and water plants.  
 
The Company's second acquisition took place in 
1912 with the purchase of Prescott Malleable 
Iron Co., the first unit of the West Milwaukee 
Works.  
 
By the late twenties the company had three 
major divisions: Chain, Conveyor and 
Construction Machinery.  During the depths of 
the depression the company sustained financial 
losses, but still paid a dividend.  
 
In the early thirties, the Stearns Conveyor 
Company was purchased which added a line of 
belt idlers and belt conveyors. In 1939, the 
Baldwin -Duckworth Chain Corporation with 
plants in Springfield and Worcester, 
Massachusetts was acquired.  
 
As the United States entered World War II, much 
of the company's output was funneled into 
defense industries. The first large direct defense 
contract was for 105 mm howitzers; later 155 
mm "Long Tom" guns, refuse grinders for 
transport, tank trucks and ammunition hoists. 
Much of this was manufactured in a special 
plant built in 1942. Also supplied was a 105 mm 
howitzer's during the Korean War.  
 
At the conclusion of World War II, Chain Belt 
Company began a major expansion and 
modernization program and acquired the 
government owned gun plant in 1948 (known 
today as Plant 7).  
 
The founding grandfather of Falk was born in 
1823 in Miltenberg -on-the -Main, a small city in 
northern Bavaria that, like so many other 
Bavarian towns, was known for its beer. In 1848, 
when he was twenty -four, Franz Falk decided to 
test his beer -making skills in the New World. 
Franz departed for the United States, reaching 
New York in mid -summer. Spending a short time 
in Cincinnati, he eventually landed in 
Milwaukee.  
   
In 1856, in partnership with Frederick Goes, 
Falk bought a parcel of land on the city's 
outskirts and began to build a brewery. The site 
that Goes and Falk chose for their brewery was a 
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narrow strip of land in the Menomonee Valley, 
which is the location of Falk's main plant today. 
The Bavaria Brewery is the name that Goes and 
Falk called their enterprise. Later, sons Otto and 
Hermann got out of the beer business and sold 
to Captain Fred Pabst.  
 
Hermann became the industrialist and started a 
company whose first major product was a simple 
but elaborate process called cast -welding which 
was a foundry on wheels for repairing streetcar 
rails, later adding a foundry. In 1899 the firm 
was reincorporated under a new, all -purpose 
name: the Falk Company.  
   
By the summer of 1899, only four years after the 
first incorporation, the Falk Company had a 
rather diverse assortment of business lines: cast -
welding equipment, special track work, street 
railway construction, oil switches, and motor 
gears and pinions. Not all were equally important 
(the oil switch line lost its spark quickly), but 
they marked Herman Falk's determination to 
diversify.  
 
Construction of a 70,000 square foot facility in 
the Menomonee valley began in 1889 and was 
completed in 1900. By 1910 the plant had 
expanded to 250,000 square feet and provided 
jobs for more than 1,000 people during the 
busiest months. Its work force represented a 
cross -section of the city's ethnic groups: 
German, Polish, Irish, Italian, Scottish, English, 
and several others.  
 
Falk became an industrialist in search of an 
industry, trying everything from foundry work to 
kerosene engines. The Falk Company kept 
growing all the while, and all the while its 
founder was closing in on the answer. By 1910 
the company was leaving the streetcar tracks it 
had traveled to prosperity in earlier years.  
   
Gear-driven machines of the early 1900's 
changed the face of manufacturing forever, and 
they provided a new foundation that Herman 
Falk's company has been building from ever 
since.  
 
In 1942 it became clear that the Allies would 
need a huge fleet of landing craft to ferry troops 
and supplies into areas where there were no 
harbors. The Falk -developed reversing gear was 
the answer. Falk drives turned the propellers on 

12 aircraft carriers, 27 heavy cruisers, 184 
destroyers, hundreds or cargo ships and 
tugboats, and 1,024 LST's. The U.S. Navy built 
the building known as shop 4 on the Falk 
premises in the Menomonee valley.  
 
Winding down from the war saw Falk reduce its 
workforce and concentrate on upgrading and 
improving the manufacturing process. Standard 
products were introduced in 1948, the All -Steel 
Motoreducer line, and in 1952 the Shaft -
Mounted drive. The sales organization was 
restructured and emphasis was placed on 
distribution. Custom products continued to be a 
mainstay.  

The Gehl Company  

 
The roots of Gehl Company go back to 1859, 
when Louis Lucas opened an iron foundry in 
central Wisconsin.  Lucas established his 
business in order to manufacture plows and 
cultivators, and for the repair of farm 
implements.  As more and more immigrants from 
Europe swept into the Midwest, settled down, 
and started farms of their own, they came to rely 
heavily on the services provided by men like 
Lucas.  
 
By 1880, Lucas was joined by M. Silberzahn, a 
German immigrant with experience as a 
blacksmith.  The two partners soon came up 
with one of the most important innovations in 
agricultural machinery during the late 19 th  
century, the Hexelbank, a feed cutter which 
replaced the need to chop livestock feed by hand, 
usually with a beet knife.  The popularity of the 
hand -cranked Hexelbank grew so rapidly that is 
soon used not only for sugar beet crops but for 
other root crops as well.  
 
In 1902, John W. Gehl acquired part interest in 
the firm of Lucas and Silberzahn.  One year later 
Gehl, who had been raised on a homestead in 

central Wisconsin, asked his brothers Mike, 
Henry, and Nick to join him and purchase all the 
assets of Lucas and Silberzahn.  By 1904, the 
Gehl Brothers Manufacturing Company was 
producing a wide range of basic farm tools and, 
of course, the extremely profitable Hexelbank.  
During the next two years, the company 
prospered and the four brothers began to 
consider the manufacture of more innovative 
farm equipment.  
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Unfortunately, in 1906 the company plant and 
its entire inventory were destroyed in a fire.  But 
the Gehl brothers were undaunted, and rebuilt 
the company factory through the sale of stock, 
and by reaching deep into their own pockets.  
Two years later, the Gehl brothers introduced a 
larger feed cutter, an elevator, and began 
producing stone and wood -stave silos.  Two 
additional innovations during this time included 
an advanced -design, engine powered recutter for 
malt grain, corn cobs and stalks, and a new silo 
filler, which quickly developed into the standard 
for the farm equipment industry.  
 
As Gehl Company continued to grow, the firm 
developed a reputation as one of the most 
innovative and reliable farm equipment leaders 
in the region.  More farmers were looking for a 
more convenient way to grind homegrown grains.  
The Gehl hammer mill dominated the market for 
the next 30 years.  One of the most common 
sights during the late 1920õs throughout central 
Wisconsin was the portable truck -mounted mill, 
stationed in the back of a Chevy truck, traveling 
from farm to farm grinding feed.  In 1927, Gehl 
initiated the manufacture of manure spreaders, 
which became one of the companyõs most 
popular products.  The various styles and 
innovations introduced a new style of steering 
that allowed the operator to position the 
spreader much more precisely under a manure 
carrier or in a small space such as a barnyard, 
and also made it more convenient and easier to 
steer through the narrow gates and lanes that 
were common farmland terrain.  
 
The Great Depression and WWII.  
 
Gehl Company weathered the volatile economic 
climate of the Great Depression as well as, and 
perhaps better, than any other firm in the United 
States.  Farm foreclosures didnõt seem to be as 
common in Wisconsin as in other parts of the 
country, and farmers continued to order and 
purchase new farm equipment from Gehl.  The 
company was able to retain most of its 
employees on a somewhat reduced work week.  
 
With Americaõs entry into WWII on December 8, 
1941, a farm labor shortage began to hold back 
any further expansion of dairy herds and farm 
feedlots.  In order to respond to the requests of 
the U.S. government for labor -saving farm 
machinery, the Gehl Company designed and 

developed a silo filler that was placed on wheels 
and pulled across the fields with a wagon -box 
behind it.  This innovative corn chopper was 
welcomed by farmers everywhere in the United 
States, since it was far easier and less time -
consuming to unload chopper corn into a blower 
than it was to throw corn stalk bundles with a 
pitchfork into a silo filler.  It was also easy and 
convenient to make hay by pulling a Gehl 
chopper and wagon into a field of hay and blow 
two acres of hay into a wagon in no time at all.  
 
By the mid -1940õs, the second generation of four 
Gehl brothers was supervising the operations of 
the company.  The brothers managed the 
company as a committee by mutual consent, and 
without any formal titles.  
 
The Postwar Era and Agricultural Changes  
 
By the end of WWII, the Gehl Company was 
ready for the expansion that came with 
Americaõs role as the òbreadbasketó of the world.  
This expansion of farming activities led to the 
need for labor -saving machinery, and resulted in 
such items as the homemade, rear -loading forage 
box as inadequate to meet the task at hand.  
 
Gehl invented a front -unloading forage box that 
placed chopped forage into a blower which then 
enabled a farmer to put forage into a 100 -foot 
silo more quickly than any homemade box could 
unload it.  At the same time, Gehl introduced a 
self -propelled forage harvester.  The first such 
machine in the industry, the harvester was 
powered by a Continental engine that soon set 
new records in chopping capacity.  The self -
propelled harvester also became one of the most 
popular products of the company, and could be 
seen filling the large silos on farms throughout 
the Midwest and Plains states.  
 
Working closely with major universities in the 
Midwest and drawing on the companyõs long 
experience with recutters, Gehl came up with a 
faster more convenient and economical way to 
ensile high -moisture ear corn.  By designing and 
manufacturing a silo -based recutter that could 
process just over 400 bushels of ear corn and 
hour, the cut feed when mixed with alfalfa 
haylage could supply enough food for thousands 
of dairy cows.  
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Growth and Expansion During 1960õs, 1970õs 
and 1980õs 
 
In 1960, Gehl manufactured what has been 
regarded as the very first efficient green chop 
machine.  Replacing the traditional hammer -type 
flail shredder, the more efficient curved flail 
knives machine, with a 72 -inch cut and a 
blower, provided farmers with a reliable machine 
they could use day after day.  In 1968, the 
company introduced newly designed cylinder -cut 
forage harvesters.  This model quickly led Gehl to 
manufacture the largest capacity choppers ever 
designed.  During the same year, the company 
also introduced the pull -type mower conditioner 
which provided the best alternative method to 
cut alfalfa.  
 
In 1970, Gehl Company management decided to 
enter the construction machinery industry and 
introduced its very own skid steer loader.  The 
Gehl loader had unique controls that enabled the 
driver to control all the machineõs functions with 
his hands and become very popular within the 
construction industry.  
 
The decade of the 1980õs was the best every for 
the company.  Gehl experienced explosive growth 
in all of its construction and agricultural 
equipment product lines.  
 
The 1990õs and Beyond 
 
During the early 1990õs everything began to 
change.  By 1992, management was forced to 
scale back its strategic acquisitions policy and re
-evaluate its future policies.  A new management 
team, more conservative and more than willing 
to eliminate unprofitable product lines, was 
brought in to reorganize and revitalize the 
company.  
 
The company continued to emphasize its 
construction equipment product line, with newly 
designed skid loaders, rough terrain telescopic 
forklifts, Power Box asphalt pavers, and an 
improved line of material handlers.  At the same 
time, Gehl relied heavily on its agricultural 
equipment product line, which included 
machinery for hay making, forage harvesting, 
feed making, manure handling and materials 
handling.  Many of the companyõs agricultural 
products, such as the disc mower conditioner 

and its line of forage harvesters, have become 
standard equipment in the industry.  

NECESSITY IS THE MOTHER OF INVENTION  

The Van Brunt Story,  

(Submitted by Larry Winkelhake)  
 

Van Bruntõs place Wisconsin farm implement history 

is still evident today.  The bustling factory in Horicon 

Wisconsin that the Van Brunt family built is still 

there. But today it produces John Deere lawn and 

garden tractors.  
 

Further evidence of this familyõs place in Wisconsin 

history is the Masonic Home located in Dousman 

Wisconsin.  This facility is an important health care 

facility that began as an endowment from the Van 
Brunt family around the turn of the 20 th  century.   

 

And to think, it all began with the now extinct 

Passenger Pigeon.  

 

By the 1840õs Wisconsin was a leading producer of 
hard wheat. At that time wheat and oats were sowed 

by hand or with cyclone seeders and at best the field 

was dragged to scratch some dirt over the seeds.  But 

birds would still get their fill, especially Passenger 

Pigeons whose flocks would virtually make the sky 
dark with their numbers.   

 

Flocks of these now extinct birds could total one 

hundred thousand and if a flock that size landed on 

your newly seeded wheat or oats, your crop didnõt 

stand a chance. Even if the crop germinated and was 
several inches tall, thousands of passenger pigeons 

would feast on the newly planted fields.   

 

D.C. Van Brunt saw this problem as an opportunity 

and perfected the mechanized Grain Drill.  He started 
manufacturing his invention in 1861 in Horicon 

Wisconsin. His machine set the standard for modern 

farm that continues to this day. This machine drilled 

the seed into the ground and covered it making it lots 

harder for birds, especially the huge flocks of 

passenger pigeons to devour the newly planted crop.  
Their factory in Horicon Wisconsin produced these 

marvelous machines for years.   

 

John Deere bought the rights to the design and 

continues to build grain drills to this day.  But it 
would never have happened if the Van Bruntõs didnõt 

want to do something òto keep those blasted pigeons 

from taking the crop.ó  
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A Brief History  
Of 

Wisconsin Motors  
Submitted by Douglas Hugo Kautzer (May 2008) 

 

It was a time of changeé   
 
There are periods in history that yield more change than others and the early 1900ôs was one of those times.  American 
ingenuity, drive and inventiveness were at the boiling point all across the landé and Milwaukee was no exception. 
 
The city was full of excitement.  Canoeing on the Milwaukee River was all the rage.  Beer gardens were everywhere.  The 
Gentlemenôs Driving Club opened a new harness track at Washington Park.  And a little pocket change could get you into 
the Alhambra Theatre on Grand Avenue to see a smash stage hit.   
 
But there was more going on than fun and games.  Polish and German immigrants were pouring into the cityénew factory 
smokestacks were rising all around the skylineémotor cars were drowning out the clatter of horseôs hooveséand a small 
group of determined men were thinking the time was ripe for a better gasoline engine. 
 

A time to beginé  
 
(1909-1929) 
On the morning of March 12, 1909, the headline of the Milwaukee Sentinel read ï A MAZE OF MACHINERY AND 
ELABORATE DECORATIONS MARKS MILWAUKEEôS FIRST AUTOMOBILE SHOW.  The second most prominent 
headline read ï CUDAHY SEES NO DROP IN MEAT PRICES.  
 
These subjects seemed to be the topic of the day.  But there was one more story that day, not covered by the Sentinel, that 
was of much more importance.  At least, it was of more importance to Mr. Charles H. John, President and General Manager 
of a Company just granted its charter on this date ï the Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Company. 
 
The initial history of Wisconsin Motors was best described in the words of the Reverend J.H. Burbach.  In 1912, the 
Reverend sat down and wrote a history of the City of West Allis entitled ñA City of Marvelous Growthô.  In that book, he 
described Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Companyôs first three years of existence.  The following paragraphs are excerpts 
from his book.   
 
ñThere are but few manufacturers that can parallel the record of the Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Company, makers of the 
famous Wisconsin Motors.  The remarkable and rapid progress made by that concern during the brief time that has elapsed 
since it entered the motor making industry is a contradiction to the theory that there are too many motor manufacturers 
already in the field.  This theory probably would have applied to an ordinarily organized company producing an average type 
of engine and lacking the other important essential to success ï scientific management. 
 
ñThe success the Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Company has achieved in this strongly competitive field seems 
remarkable, but an analysis brings out the fact that this is simply another case of where an unusually high-grade motor has 
quickly found a market amongst the makers of first-class automobiles.  Other reasons contributing to the success of the 
Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Company are the skillful and experienced management it has had from the very start, 
coupled with a determination to employ the highest skill obtainable in the designing and engineering departments and 
require the employment of only the most competent and skilled workers in the building of their product. 
 
ñFor this policy and carrying it out to a successful issue, much credit is due to the business management of Mr. Charles H. 
John, President and General Manager of the Company, and to the assistance rendered him by Mr. A. F. Milbrath, Secretary 
and Mechanical Engineer.  The latter is designer of the different types of Wisconsin Motors, and is considered an authority 
on all matters pertaining to motor construction. 
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ñThe Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Company started two years ago in a small wooden shop at North Milwaukee without an 
order on its books, but fortified with strong determination and ambition of President John to build an exceptional high-grade 
motor.  There never was any doubt of the Companyôs growth after the first few specimen motors went out.  Orders began to 
pile up and the shop force expanded until the original factory was of insufficient size.  Six and one-half acres were purchased 
at 53

rd
 and Burnham Street in the city of West Allis and this ground was covered with one of the most modern and up-to-date 

motor manufacturing plants in the United States, which now employs on an average 300 shopmen, running day and night 
shifts. 
 
ñThe main factory building is considered by experts to be the best lighted and best ventilated plant in the country.  The State 
Factory Inspector on a recent tour of inspection unreservedly pronounced the plant the very finest in the state. 
 
óThe equipment, tools, etc., are the latest approved types.  Jigs are used for every operation and a most thorough and rigid 
Inspection Bureau is constantly maintained.  When a motor gets this Bureauôs O.K. it can be relied upon to be 100% right.ò 
 
Whether or not the Reverend doubled as a PR man, or whether he was a PR man doubling as a Reverend is not known.  
But thanks can be given to him for his kind words and a historical account of Wisconsin Motorôs first three years. 
 
During those early years, Wisconsinôs first water-cooled engines were developed and sold to such prominent automobile 
manufacturers as Stutz, Case and Kissel. 
 
Beyond that, these early Wisconsin engines found favor on the racecar circuit.  Drivers like Ralph de Palma, Bill Endicott and 
Sig Haugdaul had a marked preference for the power that Wisconsin engines delivered.  In fact, Sig Haugdahl was the first 
man ever to go three miles a minute.  He did it in the Wisconsin Special, which was powered, of course, by a big Wisconsin 
engine.  That was in 1922.  His top speed was 180 mph. 
 
As far as racing went, old Sig was the one who made the most of Wisconsin power.  Yet, there were others.  In 1915, two 
Stutz Bearcats, using Wisconsin engines, came screaming across the finish line first and second at the Sheepshead Bay, 
Long Island Raceway.  At the time, that was quite a feat. 
 
The engines used for the famous Stutz automobiles were the Wisconsin Motor type ñAò ï a 4-¾ inch bore by 5-½ inch stroke, 
four-cylinder ñTò head engine.  It was a tough, durable engine ï a forerunner of all the other engines that would ultimately 
give Wisconsin the reputation for toughness and durability.   
 
This same engine was also used in the famed Clintonville Four Wheel Drive (FWD) Trucks.  Soon after, the company began 
to introduce other engines models.  There were a variety of four and six cylinder engines added to the lineup that ranged 
from 20 to 200 horsepower.  All of these engines were water-cooled. 
 
While the auto industry was without question a growth industry during this period, many of the smaller auto manufacturers 
were starting to fall by the wayside.  Unfortunately for Wisconsin Motors, many of these manufacturers turned out to be 
Wisconsin customers.  Stutz, Case and Kissel all faltered. 
 
Other prospective automobile manufacturers had also begun to build their own engines, so Wisconsin had to turn to other 
markets in order to survive.  These markets were quickly found.  The large, government financed WPA and CCC programs 
required farm, industrial and construction machinery ï and all of this equipment required power, power that Wisconsin Motor 
Manufacturing was only too happy to supply.  It was this sort of diversification that allowed Wisconsin Motors to weather the 
stormy changes going on in the auto industry. 
 
(1929-1968) 
But, there was another change taking place at Wisconsin Motors.  During the early and mid 1920ôs, all Wisconsin engines 
were water-cooled.  But in 1929, attention was turned to the air-cooled engine.  First, a number of single cylinder engines 
were introduced.  In 1935, a four-cylinder engine was added to the lineup.  It was this engine that proved to be one of the 
most remarkable success stories in the history of engine building and manufacturing.  This engine was used for every 
conceivable type of equipment.  Demand for these engines raised so rapidly that by 1941 the air-cooled engine line had 
entirely displaced the water-cooled engine line. 
 
During WWII, Wisconsin Motors provided the government and armed forces with a large number of these powerful air-cooled 
engines.  They became remarkable performers during the war effort and their reputation was one of the most dependable 
engines built anywhere.   
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For a brief period before WWII, Wisconsin Motors manufactured a very famous line of water-cooled marine engines called 
the Wisconsin Whitecap.  The U.S. Coast Guard used these engines as the main power source for their patrol boats along 
the coast.  The engines could accelerate patrol boats in a short period of time.  This gave the Coast Guard an edge for a 
while, until the rumrunners got the idea to install Wisconsin Whitecap engines in their boats as well which quickly evened the 
odds. 
 

A new phase in our historyé 
 
(1968-2001) 
Wisconsin Motor Manufacturing Company became Teledyne Wisconsin Motor in 1968.   Previous to this Wisconsin Motor 
was a part of Continental Motor Corporation.  Both companies were a part of the Ryan Group. 
 

 
 
Wisconsin engines were known for their toughness and dependability.  For agriculture, they powered swathers, balers, 
irrigation pumps, auxiliary power units and more.  For construction, they powered skid-steer loads, ditch-diggers, backhoes, 
concrete saws, cement mixers and more.  For industrial applications, they powered welders, generators, pumps, sweepers, 
air compressors and more. 
 
Other common applications included oil rigs, railroad equipment, boat hoists, construction elevators, garden tractors, heavy-
duty lawn mowers, stump removers, leaf mulchers, snow blowers, various military applications and more. 
 
Teledyne Wisconsin Motor manufactured 12 standard air-cooled gasoline and gaseous fueled engine models ranging from 
2.5 to 65.9 horsepower with 1, 2 and 4 cylinder configurations.   
 
In addition to the cast iron engines, Teledyne Wisconsin Motor had a joint venture with Fuji-Robin to build a series of light-
weight 1 & 2 cylinder aluminum air-cooled gasoline engines ranging in power from 1.5 to 18 horsepower.  These engines 
were used on many of the same industrial, construction and agricultural applications that the cast-iron engines were used on.  
The engines were built in Japan and were marketed as Wisconsin-Robin engines.  The joint venture lasted into the late 
1990ôs when Robin severed their ties and set up a sales office in Wood Dale, Illinois. The Robin website is as follows:  
www.robinamerica.com  
 
Teledyne Wisconsin Motor had a joint venture with Motorenfabrik Hatz GmbH & Co KG of Germany to sell and service a 
series of 1, 2, 3, and 4 cylinder air-cooled diesel engines.  These engines ranged in power from 1.6 to 80 horsepower.  This 
joint venture lasted from 1969 to 1978 when Hatz set up a sales office in Waukesha, Wisconsin.  These engines were used 
on a variety of industrial, construction, agricultural, and military applications.  The Hatz website is as follows:  
www.hatzusa.com  
 
Teledyne Wisconsin Motor had a brief joint venture with Ducati Motori of Italy to sell a series of 1 and 2 cylinder aluminum 
diesel engines ranging in power from 4.4 to 21 horsepower.  Many of the engines were used in light industrial and 
commercial turf applications.  The joint venture lasted from the late 1970ôs to the early 1980ôs. 
 
In the mid 1980ôs Teledyne Wisconsin Motor closed their operation in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and moved it to Tennessee 
where it was renamed Teledyne Total Power.  The new company now handled Wisconsin air-cooled gasoline engines, 
Continental water-cooled gasoline engines, Robin air-cooled gasoline and diesel engines and Ruggerini air-cooled diesel 
engines.  The Ruggerini engines ranged in power from 3.4 to 36.1 horsepower.  The Ruggerini website is as follows:  
www.ruggerini.it  
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In August 1992, Teledyne sold the Total Power engine division to Nesco Incorporated.  The new company was called Wis-
Con Total Power Corp.  The new company sold the Wisconsin air-cooled engines and the Continental liquid cooled engines.  
 

 
 

The futureé 
 
(2001-Present)  
In 2001 the assets of Wis-Con Total Power Corporation were purchased from the bank.  The new company was called 
Wisconsin Motors, LLC.  The Corporate Office is located in Waukesha, Wisconsin.  The sales office is located in Memphis, 
Tennessee.  The manufacturing facility is located in Dyer, Tennessee. 
 
Wisconsin Motors, LLC currently produces the VH4D, VG4D, W4-1770, and V465D air-cooled engines, and the Continental 
TM27 & TME27 water-cooled engines.  They make and carry service parts for many of the Wisconsin and Continental 
engine models that are no longer in production.   
 
The Wisconsin Motors website is as follows:  www.wisconsinmotors.com  
 

 
 
Acknowledgement:  I want to thank all of the people that helped by supplying information so that I could write this brief 
history of Wisconsin Motors. 
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Early Wisconsin engines found favor on the racecar circuit.  
Drivers like Ralph de Palma, Bill Endicott and Sig Haugdahl 
had a marked preference for the power that Wisconsin 
engines delivered.  In fact, Sig Haugdaul was the first man 
ever to go three miles a minute.  He did it in the Wisconsin 
Special , which was powered big Wisconsin engine.  That 
was in 1922.  His top speed was 180 mph.  Sig Haugdahl of 
Albert Lea, Minnesota ran a world record pace of 180 mph 
in the Wisconsin Special  on the beach at Daytona Beach, 
Florida in 1922 thus breaking the previous world record by 
24 mph.  The car was 16 feet long, 30 inches wide, with 
direct drive, and was powered by an 836 cu. in., 250 
horsepower Wisconsin, all-aluminum, 6-cylinder aero-
engine.  Haugdahl's run was not recognized as a world 
record however, as Haugdahl was not a member of the 
American Automobile Association at the time of his run. 
 

 
 
Engine from the Wisconsin Special  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The famed Clintonville Four Wheel Drive (FWD) Model B 
truck using the Wisconsin Type-A water-cooled engine 
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The engines used for the famous Stutz automobiles were 
the Wisconsin Motor type ñAò ï a 4-¾ inch bore by 5-½ inch 
stroke, four-cylinder ñTò head engine.  It was a tough, 
durable engine ï a forerunner of all the other engines that 
would ultimately give Wisconsin the reputation for 
toughness and durability. 
 

 
 

A Wisconsin Motor type ñAò ï a 4-¾ inch bore by 5-½ inch 
stroke, four-cylinder ñTò head engine.  This same engine 
was used in the famed Clintonville Four Wheel Drive (FWD) 
Trucks and the Stutz Bearcat. 
 

 
 

1940ôs Sales Brochure 

 
 
A. J. Milbrath, one of the founding fathers, was granted 
a patent for a magneto coupling in August 1916 
 

 
 

3,000,000th Wisconsin air-cooled engine (1959) 


