
- 141  - 

Ray -O-Vac History  
 

1906  The French Battery Company is founded in Madison , Wisconsin .  

1930's  The French Battery Company is renamed the Rayovac Company.  
1933  Rayovac patented the first wearable vacuum tube hearing aid.  
1937  Rayovac patents the first portable radio with high -fidelity reception.  

1939  The first leak -proof òsealed in steeló dry cell battery is introduced by Rayovac.  
1949  Rayovac introduces the crown cell alkaline for hearing aids and launches the 

famous steel Sportsman flashlight.  

1971  Rayovac is awarded the patent for silver oxide button cells.  
1972  The first heavy -duty all zinc chloride battery with double the life of general purpose 

batteries is introduced.  
1984  Rayovac introduced the Workhorse premium flashlight with its lifetime warranty  
1988  Rayovac introduces a new computer clock battery to power the real -time clocks of 

personal computers.  
1990  The Heavy Duty and Industrial product lines are introduced by Rayovac.  

1992  A new Workhorse Fluorescent Lantern is introduced by Rayovac to provide the 
consumer more light features.  

1993  Rayovac introduces Renewal, a reusable, long -life alkaline battery.  

1995  Constructed of durable polypropylene, the 2AA flashlight joins the Rayovac 
Workhorse flashlight family.  

1995  Basketball superstar Michael Jordan becomes the spokesperson for Renewable 

Reusable Alkaline Batteries and Power Station chargers.  
1996  Rayovac introduces a new òhands-freeó flashlight called the swivel light.  

1996  Thomas H. Lee Company acquires Rayovac, and announces plans to go public.  
1997  The Rayovac Specialty Battery Line is introduced.  
1997  Rayovac makes initial public offering of 6.7 million shares at $14 per share.  

1999  Rayovac acquires ROV Limited, establishing them as a global brand with markets 
worldwide.  

2001  Rayovac introduces break -through 1 -Hour Charger and high capacity Nickel -Metal 

Hydride Rechargeable Batteries.  
2002  Rayovac announces development of revolutionary new 15 -minute rechargeable  

technology, I -C3.  
 Rayovac introduces new Maximum Plus Alkaline batteries with improved 

performance.  

2002  Rayovac introduces new logo and new packaging.  
2002  Rayovac acquires European -based battery maker Vartaõs consumer battery 

business.  
2003  Rayovac introduces new 15 -Minute charger and rechargeable nickel metal hydride 

batteries, using the I -C3 technology.  

2003  Rayovac acquires Remington Products Company, LLC.  
2004  Rayovac relocates corporate headquarters to Atlanta , Georgia .  
2004  Rayovac acquires 85% share in Ningbo Baowang, a Chinese battery manufacturing 

facility.  
2004  Rayovac acquires Microlite S.A. , a Brazilian battery company.  

2005  Rayovac acquires United Industries, a leading manufacturer and marketer of 
consumer products for lawn and garden care and household insect control as well 
as premium branded specialty pet supplies.  
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The Wisconsin Tractor Company 

Earl McFarlane 1917 

 

Earl McFarlane started the Wisconsin Tractor 

Company in 1917, when he designed and built the 

tractor named after his home state Wisconsin.  Earl 

made 500 Wisconsin tractors over 7 ½ years.  But the 

business ended abruptly in 1925 after he shipped a 

large number of tractors to wheat country in the West, 

but never got paid when a crop failure put farmers out 

of business and out of cash to make any payments. 

 

When Earlôs three sons took the reins of the company 

they also did so with their own innovations.  Bob 

introduced tractor leasing for farmers and the canning 

industry which was met with strong response in 

Wisconsin and northern Illinois area.  Chick 

spearheaded further diversification with the building of 

a full farm supply line and a store to sell it from.  Later 

the boys went into steel fabricating by acquiring 

machinery from the Kuepfer Foundry in Madison to 

form steel used in construction of commercial and 

farm buildings. 

Meyer Manufacturing Corporation 

Founded in 1944 

 

The Meyer Manufacturing Corporation (formerly 

known as Meyerôs Machine Shop) was founded in 

1944 by Alvin Meyer in Dorchester, Wisconsin.  The 

original business consisted of repairing equipment and 

manufacturing Snow Plows, Farm Wagons, Grain 

Elevator, Truck Racks, Forklifts and Mobile Homes.  

In 1951, Mr. Meyer patented a False-Gate Forage Box 

which was later redesigned into what is believed to be 

the first Self-Unloading Forage Box ever Built, the 

M100. 

 

In 1962, and shortly after, Alvinôs two sons and 

daughter joined the business as it grew and expanded.  

Product lines were expanded to include Bale Racks, 

Portable Bunk Feeder/Bale Haulers, Rocky Mineral 

Feeders, Woodchuck Wood/Coal Furnaces, Farm 

Wagons, Rear Unload Forage Boxes and the Super 

Spreader Line of Waste Spreaders. 

 

From its humble beginning as a Machine Shop, Meyer 

Manufacturing has continued to expand its facilities 

implementing the latest technologies into its superior 

product designs.  Today, Meyer Equipment is seen 

throughout the United States, Canada, Central 

America, Europe and Japan. 

INTERNATIONAL GAS ENGINE COMPANY 

 

International Gas Engine Company of Cudahy built 

farm and industrial 4-strroke cycle engines, ranging 

from 1.5 to 350 HP between 1909 and 1917 under the 

acronym ñINGECOò.  INGECO was an arm of the 

Show-Holly steam pump works which then built the 

worlds largest 1000+ HP gas engines in 1901-1902. 

The Worthington Pump Company then absorbed 

INGECO in 1917. 

 

TRUCKS & CARS 

 

In 1873 the steam powered car self propelled vehicle 

in the united states was designed, built and operated by 

Rev. Dr. J.W. Carhart of Racine. 
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In 1917 Kenosha, Rambler plant began producing the 

Nash.  Additional plants were built in Racine and 

Milwaukee. Nash negotiated a contract with the U.S. 

Army that made the Nash Motor Company one of the 

largest Truck manufacturers in the nation. 

 

In 1918, Winther-Martin built a four-wheel drive 

truck. Then in 1920, the Winther passenger car arrived 

for sale. In 1926 the Winter-Martin Company was 

bought out and then renamed Winther Kenosha.  All of 

the products then were renamed. In 1927, H.P. Olsen 

took over and then discontinued the production of 

trucks. 

 

Other Wisconsin companies joined the race to produce 

automobiles before WWI. In Racine, successful wagon 

maker Mitchell-Lewis began building cars in addition 

to wagons. By 1911, the Mitchell-Lewis Motor 

Company had become the cityôs largest employer, 

employing over 2000 workers to build the companyôs 

fashionable touring cars. The company was later 

bought by another Wisconsin automaker, the Nash 

Motor Company in 1925. 

 

In Hartford, hardware dealer Louis Kissel moved into 

the automobile production in 1906, producing one of 

Wisconsinôs most prized custom automobiles. His 

automobile, the Kissel Kar, attained international 

renown for its classic design and its outstanding 

performance. During World War I, the Kissel firm 

began to produce trucks for the army, employing as 

many as 1400 employees. The company suffered 

severe financial losses during the depression, however, 

and ended production of the famous Kissel Kar in 

1930.  

 

William Besserdich and Otto Zachow of Clintonville 

invented the four-wheel drive company in 1906.  Their 

four-wheel drive company helped make Clintonville a 

center of heavy truck production that reached the 

international market during World War I. The 

company produced 14,473 trucks for the U.S. 

Government. 

Janesville Machine Co, 

Samson Tractors, G.M. & Chevrolet 

In 1918 the Janesville Machine company was 

purchased, farm implement produced and merged with 

Samson to form Samson Tractor company division of 

G.M. 

 

Production of the model ñMò started in may of 1919 

with a schedule of 10 per day. At This time the Sieve 

Grip was phased out of the line. GM said they would 

sell the Samson for $650 but they found they could not 

make a profit at this price.  GM then raised the price 

and then found not to be compatible with the Fordson.  

 

Samson manufactured a second tractor the model ñDò 

also known as the iron horse. This tractor was intended 

for the smaller farm, this was to replace a team of 

horses. The Model ñDò was driven with a pair of 

reigns ñ A LA HORSEò. 

 

The model òDò was a four-wheel drive and could be 

hooked up to anything a team of horses could. The 

model ñDò four-wheel drive was ran through a series 

of belts it steered much like a crawler. This was a 

small tractor and powered by a Chevrole490 engine. 

The original intent was for 10,000 to be built but there 

were maybe 100 built and supposedly recalled. GM 

wrote off Samson in 1923. The Janesville Plant would 

transfer to Chevrolet. 

Allis Chalmers 
 By Brent Riemer 

 

Allis Chalmers Tractors was incorporated in the 1840. E.P. 

Allis, Fraser & Chalmers Company merged with two other firms 

to create Allis Chalmers. In 1914, Allis Chalmers entered into the 

farm equipment business becoming known for their bright orange 

colored farm tractors. At one time, the manufacturing facility near 

Milwaukee was so large it was used as a landmark. Rumor has it 

that the city of West Allis was named because it was west of 

Allis. Their product lines included, Agricultural Tractors, 

produced in West Allis, Wisconsin, farm implements, produced in 

La Porte, IN, Industrial Tractors, produced in Topeka, KS, 

Gleaner Combines, produced in Independence, MO, Crushing and 

screening equipment produced in Appleton, WI and the 

Simplicity Garden Tractors, produced in Port Washington, WI. 

 

Allis Chalmers Tractors 
In 1919 Allis-Chalmers introduced a stylish tractor with a 15 to 

30-horse power rating. Allis-Chalmers reclassified it in 1920 as 

the 18-30. However, within a few years production came to a halt 

when the economy went into a depression. Allis-Chalmers sold 

only 235 of the Model 18-30 in 1920. In 1929, the new Allis-

Chalmers Model 20-35 was introduced. It was also known as the 

Model E and was available for only two years. 

 

Farm Equipment Expansion 

As the roaring 20's ended, business began to slow as the stock 

market crash of 1929 proved devastating to the Tractor 

manufactures. Farm equipment companies closed their doors at a 

rapid rate. Many tractor companies disappeared, but other 

distressed companies were picked up by financially able 

competitors for their debts or for pennies on the dollar. Allis-

Chalmers, with the purchase of the Advance-Rumely Thresher 
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Company in 1931, continued to expand its manufacturing 

capabilities to include tillage implements and harvesters. This 

purchase thrust Allis-Chalmers into the position of the fourth 

largest farm equipment maker in the United States. 

 

 The Allis Chalmers Model U 
The Allis-Chalmers Model U became famous as the first 

production farm tractor offered with low-pressure rubber tires. 

This popular AC tractor was built from 1929 to 1952, with well 

over 20,000 copies produced. Allis Chalmers Model U tractor was 

also sold through the Cockshutt Plow Company in Canada. The 

price was $1,050  

During the 1930s; Allis-Chalmers had a bestselling tractor in its 

Models U and UC, originally developed by A-C for a co-

operative named the United Tractor and Equipment Company of 

Chicago, IL. By the late 1930s, Allis-Chalmers had captured 13 

percent of the American tractor market.  

 

Allis-Chalmers Construction Equipment 

 In 1928, Allis-Chalmers acquired the Monarch Tractor Company. 

Monarch processed an established and proven line of crawler 

tractors. Allis Chalmers made steady improvements in the AC 

crawlers, offering an extensive line with many special equipment 

items available for special needs. The company's HD-15 crawler 

was introduced in 1951; it was the first crawler tractor available 

with a torque converter drive. 

 

 

Allis-Chalmers provided many firsts to the farm equipment 

industry:  

 

 Rubber tires were first used and sold on Allis-

Chalmers tractors in 1931.  

 Power-adjustable rear wheels were first used on the 

1948 WD tractor.  

 The D-19 Diesel was the first agricultural tractor to be 

equipped with a turbocharger.  

 Positive seal track idlers were announced for A-C 

crawler tractors in 1939. 

 

Allis -Chalmers 
In 1901, merging the Edward P. Allis Co., Fraser and Chalmers 

Company and Gates Iron Works formed the ñAllis-Chalmersò 

company. Shortly after, Allis-Chalmers purchased land a few 

miles west of Milwaukee Wisconsin in what became West Allis. 

Allis -Chalmers built its first farm tractor in 1914. The tractor 

business grew, and in 1928, Allis-Chalmers purchased Monarch 

Tractor Company, giving the company a line of crawler tractor 

More acquisition occurred over the years, such as the La Crosse 

Plow Company and Advance-Rumely added an extensive line of 

tillage implements, threshers and combines to the line-up. 
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